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A- r, i« thi<» case and were restricted. Claims 19-23 have 
Claims 1-25 were pending m this case ana were 

wi A 12 14-16. 24 and 25 have been amendea, 
been withdrawn from consideration. Claims M. 6. 12. 14 lo, z 

^ reconsideration of the claims is respectfully requested. 

Applicant amends the specification at page 7, lines 14-24 to describe the 
i..ntionasUlnstratedinPigure2.Theamendmentdescribesthe^^^^^^ 

Which the axis about which the large diameter section is arranged is paralle o Uie ax.^^^t 

A Thic amendment does not add any new matter 

^au« ..fini^g a X be»e.„ to ..o «.s do« not „^e se^ -=no^ 

p„a,.e. CMe^ise *ere «n oo. be a — n. dis«»ce between .he.e axe. as shown » 
R^. 3. Hsuxe 3 ha. ooly been amended to provide reference nun*er for these axes. 

Applicanthas amended the drawings, speeificaUonandclatasM.e, 12. 14-16, 

^ 25 in order to expedi« prosecution of the present application. ^"--^-^'^ 
„,a,n.ains.h.tmeExaminer srejectionunder35U.S.C.§ ,02 was inappropr^te. Tl-erefore 
.pplican. wm pursue Cain. 1-4. 6, 12, 14-16. 24 and 25 as origioall, presented .o a 

continixation application, 

Clahns 1, 2. 4-7, 12, 24, and 25 are rejected under 5 ,02(b) as being 
anricipatedbvPeiCerfSia. Claitn 1 has been amended to include the lirni^Uon- ~ 
d. L axis is parallel «. 0. second axis and the rclaUvely Urge inlet tube sec^n n^^^ 
<,«set relation to the relatively small nec^ down ouUet tube section. ■■ 
tended to include the limitation "with axiaily offset parallel mbe sections. CUnn « 1^ 
.eename^led to include the limitation "in axially Off-set parallel ration." The ^ 

basis for drese amendments occur, in Figure 3 . Figure 3 shows that the axis for the 1^ 

Oiar^r section is parallel to the axis f.r the smaUer diameter section. ^ 

M.6, 12, 14-16. 24 and 25 have been amended to change "large inlet opemng to large .nlet 
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tube section" and to change small 3 and in the unamended 

V " The antecedent basis for these amendments m Figure an 

specmcauon on page ^- " ^ „^ Peicken 

^^rr 'ti^L a ..o... ... . u, 43.4, 

the smaller ouUet section (Peickert. Figure 2.) 

AppUcan. still malntai.. *a. Peic^r. neifl.er teaches "a ce-piece seanaess 
^e.o«..e.o««e.c,ait,.lan.«rs.an.en.e.elai...24a,.«,»^^^ 

op.,^. in an off-set axial relation to a -relaavel, stnaU necke. down ouUet „ ^ 

originall, file. 1 an. c,ai„ ore. PeiCert does no .«o. 

LLt*.a-tarrange„:«.»iU"inaueea.nfficien.swir.to..te^clbe,ngs^^^^^^^ 

"Lte a suffrci^t vacuum to prevent ftre. vapors from escaping in«> ^ atmosp.e e 

.r or does it suggest a -sear^ess configuraUon tw.c. induces ----- 

. .f.„™tl.eoastankdurillEfuelfiUmg;"(claim24). 
create a hollow passage for ventmg vapors from the gas tanlc our g 

Applicanthas amended the drawings, specification and claims 1-4. 6. 12. 14-16, 
24 and 25 in order to expedite prosecuUon of the present application. However. AppUcan, 
t^intains tha. the Examiner^s rejecUon under 35 U.S C.S 103 is inappropriate and tntends », 
pursue claim 1-18 and 24-25 as originally filed in a contlm.ation apphcauon. 

Claims 1-10. 12. and 25 are rejected under § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
White.,, n etal. in view Of PeiCert. Whitely. lldisdoses aflller neck with abarb to accept 

. pUsdc n,be. but as the Ex^ h^ POint«l out Whitely. 11 does no. disclose a seamless 
filler neck nor the use of an adhesive, resistance weld, or weld for attaching a ^.bular e^e,ne« 
to ^ ftmnel member. CUim 1 has been amended to include the limitaUon "wherem the &s. 
axis is parallel to the second axis and the relattvely large inlet tub. section in axtal offs« 
relation to fl,e relatively small nedced down ouUe. tube secUon. " Claim 25 has been amended 
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It w»iotir.fl " As discussed above Peickert does 
^ ei^er of .hesc «»s. Accordingly, .h. coo,b»a. of « »<1 
^ch or ™gg«t <^ scan-lcs, fU..r nec. of indepenOem cU^a I »d 

CUim 11 reje«cd un.er § .03(a) as .eing unpateomble over Pdckcr. in view 
Baus .179 PeiCcert discloses a flUer neC Ba.es discloses a fUler ^J"^ 
cL. AS se. fbrfl. above. Pilchard does no, disclose *e toUov,u.g lumumon 
corrosive coatmg. As set torm m , he relativelv large inlet mbe section 

■therein the firs, axis is parallel to the second ax.s and the relatrvely larg 
Jlial offset relation to the reUUvely small necked down ouUet tube sectton ,n amend^ 
u, axial onset reia „, wwltdv 11 and Peickert does not teach or suggest 

dalml. Accordingly, the combination of Whitely, 11 and FeicK 

seamless filler neck of independent claims 1 from which claim 11 depends. 

Claim 11 is rejected under f 103(a) as being unpatentable over Whtte^s 11 et 
. View Of Peickert as allied to Cairn 1, and .rther . view of Ba.s Win. 
aisc.osesaf.llerneckb«.no-,he..an«-corrosivecoa.ing.diaclosedmcU™ .A^^^^ 
,t„ve Peickert does no, teach the limitation "wherein the first axis ,s parallel to * second 
I and *e relatively large inlet rube section in axial offset relation to the relat^^s^ 

Led down outlet nrbe secUon- of amended claim 1. Accordingly, the -—0 
:iU.Ba.es.andPetck=rtdoesnot«achorsuggest,heseamless filler neckoftndependen. 

claim 1 from which claim 11 depends. 

Claims 13-18 are rejected under 5 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peickert. 
The Bxaminer states that th,^ claims are obvious to one of ordinary skill in the a« 
^ general conditions of the present invention have been disclosed in the prior art. As ^ch 
.scovery Of the optima, or workable ranges described inc.ain.l3-lSaren«pa.en..^^^ 

.AUer ,05USPQ233,237 (CCPA1955). However, the application of ^".r- '-e 
V p^iekert does not teach the limitation 

present inven«on is mapp^priate. As se. form . 
"wherein the flist axis is parallel » die second ax« and the relatively larg 

Jaxial Offset rela,ion » the reUUvely small necked down outlet »be secUon" of ame.^ 
Claim 1. Therefore, app.icarion of ,n re Mer ,0 Oie present invendon is inappropnate smce 
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cairns 13.U depe^ «r«n cUi^ «Mc. «sh «,e prior ana no. a«e»pUug to 
;r op.i».. ol «o.^b,c .an,« of a cUi. o<h«w,sc ^isHes O-e pno. a«. 

accordingly. PeiCen does no. .each .he .ean1«. fflU=. nec. o,^^ 
>^.penden.cUi...,a4.and«.Assuch,aco.hina.ono.Peic.e..wi.e.U>e.^^^^^ 

J doe. no. suss- o. .each me inve..ion of an^nded independen. Ca^s I. 24, and « . 
Allowance of claims 1-18, 24. and 25 is respecrtaUy requested. 

f-nririllSION 

Applican. has made a genuine effcr. » respond » each of tte Exanuner's 
„i^io. in advancing d.e prosecuUon of dOs case. AppUcan. helieves ^ all 
Itanflve re<,uiren«n.s for pa.en«hia.y have heen n.e. and .ha. ^ ease « .-^-^ 
•a,™. Which acion is resp.c*a.y re^ed. The has u.d.ca«d d.. he 

confer wi* appUcam's attorney upon reviewing Olis amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PATRICK R. O'CONNELL 


James R. F 


Proscia 
Reg. No. 47,010 
Attorney/ Agent for Applicant 


Date: p'**'""'T ^ ^^^^ 

BROOKS & KUSHMAN P.C. 

1000 Town Center, 22nd Floor 
Southfield, Ml 48075 
Phone: 248-338-4400 
Fax: 248-358-3351 
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VERSION WTTH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

TWIT sPETTH^rATlON; 

Page 7 begmning on line 14 and ending on line 24: 

. c- reUtivelv laree diameter section 46 forming the 

With reference to Figure 3, relatively largc u 

^.e. opting 10 ^n.H 47. a.^ »P"-'-P»' sn^'« 

T,. U„ge .ian»«r se«ic„ 46 .h. sn^U dian,e«. «bu.a. sec««. 4S are conoec«=d » oc^ 
.y .apercd «c..c. 50 which ^aduaUy blends ftom *e U.ge diame^r s«no„ 46 ^.h^ 
3^,. dian««r secUon 4*. Tapered see«o. 50 ^ large dialer secnon 4a « 
empticauy-shaped juncdoa 52 which lie. i= a plane inclined at angle A which « 60^S5 ftoin 
,.e axU of .he ..bular seoicn.. The fi^ei inle, opening 10 ha. a dia=,e.er D, of ^ a^ 
tt,e mwar secdon has a dian».er of 25 nun wiih a coaxial o«.et a, a di^ance X wh,ch 
15 ™n This offset axial reUtionship is sufficient to achieve fUel swirl during filling. 


fM TTfiT. ri.AlMS; 

Amended claims 1-4. 6, 12, 14-16. 24 and 25: 

1. (Amended) A filler neck for receiving a fuel supply nozzle for a motor 

vehicle fuel tank comprising: 

a o„ei,iece seaniess finme) member having a tabular body defining [.n off-set 
axial relatton to each other] a relatively large inlet (opening] n.K -rr.i on. r r^Pfe.t^t>9Utaflra 
axis adapted for attachment to a receptor for positioning the nozzle with respect to the large 
topemng] smisn an* a relatively small „ec^ down oud« [opening] B^S^ 

adapted for attachment to the inlet of an elongated htbular 
^er in cotnmunication with the fuel tank, frs. a ... paralW ia^e^ 
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lea. a « vacuu. .o preve.. vapors from escaping .he a.„»sphere. 

2. (Amended) The fUler neck of claim 1 wherein the inl« (opening] tStaS 
is roned over to create a surface to seal to the gas cap. 

3 (Amended) The fiUer neck of claim 1 wherein the small neclted down 
o„..e. [opening] is barhed u> adapt .he (opening, ^r attachment to a 

plastic tube insert. 

4 (Amendoi) The fUler neck of claim 1 wherein the smaU necked down 
ontlet [opening] is fo-^ a hose head to adapt the [opening, 

attachment to a hose. 

6 (Amended) The filler neck of claim 1 inclndir« the receptor and 
Wherein the fimnel memher is drawn and provide, with an attachment portion adja^t to the 
inlet [opening, ttfetiSSSto fbr attaching the receptor to the fannel memher. 

12. (Amended) The filler neck of claim 1 wherein d« «mnel member 

further comprises: , 

a relatively large diameter section fonning the inlet (opemngl aiteJ^ 
a [spaced-apart] reUtively smaller diameter [tnbuUr, section fbrming ^ ouUet [opening] Bit. 
i^'whereintheaxially Offset largediame^randsmaUdlameteUmhnlarJs.^^^^^^ 

one another by a tapered section which gradually blends from the large drameter 

section to the small diameter section. 

14 (Amended) The filler neck of claim 12 wherein the funnel inlet 
[„pcning, !»b^^ has a diame«r D. and the tubular secUon has a diameter D, w,th a 
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..^„«.e..a<«sU^Xw.«...D,is,«s.a.X«.ic.U,«s.^.3D„an.«h«eD. 
is at least one and a half times Dj. 

15 (Amended, «>« «eoK o, Cta U — *c Oannel Wet Jyfe 
^ axU. offtC is suffideo, .o achieve feel swirl during fuel filling. 

16 (Amend«l) The filler neck of claim 1 wherein fl^efUmelitfe. [opening] 
has a dian^r D-1 and .he oufle. has a dian.e»r where 

D-1 is at least one and a half times D-2. 

24. (Twice Amended) A memod of fUling a gas tank with fuel from a 

tubular member comprising: 

configuring a, least a portion of a one-piece seamless mbular member m 
^^^^^^^^^^^.^.^ »ch *a. ate configuration induces a su«cien. s„.„ 
„ea.e a hollow passage for vendug vapors from the gas tank during «rel filhng; and 

filling the gas tank with fuel. 

25. (Twice Amended) A filler neck for receiving a fuel supply nozzle for 

a motor vehicle fuel tank comprising: ^ . . . „„ 

a one-piece seanUess fhnnel member having a mbular body defimng m ^ 
„„.^ (axial, BMM reUt^n . each c«.er a relaUvely large inlet topening, BiS^ 
adapted ,br afachmen. «. a receptor for positioning the no«le with respect h,ge u^^ 
,opening,..b^->"«.a«ve.ysmanneckeddownouaettope„ing,m^ 
J attachment to me inlet of an elongated tubular member in commumcanon w«h the fuel 
tank. 
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